The Strange Case of Murder, Inc.
With several demonstrative images of their Business Practices

If we learn only from what we are shown by the Entertainment Industry, we would
believe that “the Mafia,” or, the brotherhood, an organized criminal group, was comprised only
of “Italians.” This has been the common impulse put upon us al the time. And yet, the average
Italian of the North had then and has now nothing to do with that “Mafia.” This criminal
conspiracy had its origins many centuries ago, if not thousands of years ago, amongst those
whom the world hates to love and loves to hate: those whom we today call “the Jews.”
Particularly those of the South of Italy, and Sicily, where this varied type of Jewry resided then
and now.

When looking at the details, it would appear that this“Mafia’ had only addressed
themselves and their associates, whether “ Jewish-Italian” or not, in amutual effort to dominate
the world of crime and its highly profitable “businesses.” Innocent people, as will be seen,
sometimes are among the ‘ unintended consequences.’

Here are only afew Life Magazine articles and photos found so far, regarding “the
Mafia’ and its activities during the Spring and Fall of A.D. 1940.

(Compare also, in this same website, Mussolini’s comment, that “ Though the Jews may seem to
be dead, they never really are”).
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HENNESSY

COGNAC BRANDY

84 PROOF

IRVING ASHKEMAS MET DEATH AT AN UPSTATE RESORT MNORMAN REDWOOD WAS SHOT DOWN IN HIS OWN DRIVEWAY

Mr. Dick Swiveller, with hufrltnd M. Ec-tnTrenl
pledges the health of Mr. Swiveller in brandy.
— Chorles Dickens’ "Qld Curiosity Shop’

Fﬂ::-m the festive gatherings

of olde England, pioneering Britons
carried the fame of Hennessy Cog-
nac Brandy to the world's remotest
corners. Today you'll find it the
preferred after-dinner liqueur
everywhere . . . with discriminating
moderns adding to their enjoyment

of its quality, bouquet and "clean”

taste in Hennessy-and-soda and SILVERMAN WENT FOR A RIDE AND WAS RIDDLED

other mixed brandy drinks. H '
435-10

i 48™ AVENUE

* QUALITY mﬁ
*#BOUQUET |
A CLEAN TASTE

FLASKS and FIFTHS
D]shllerj and boitled at Cognac, France,
5 HENMESSY & CO . Estaoblished 1745

soLEu. 5. aGENTS: Schieffelin & Co.,
MEW YORK CITY - IMPORTERS SINCE 1794
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JOHN D"HARA WAS AN INNOCENT VICTIM OF GANG WAR CHINK SHERMAN WAS SUNK IN A LIMEPIT AT MONTICELLD
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Indicted as Vice President, “Buggsy” Goldstein once complained because he
was listed only as Public Enemy No. 6. He looks like Edward G. Robinson,

The Steange Case of -

MURDER [NG.

Huge ring dealing in death for profit
is cracked by new Brooklyn prosecutor

n Brooklyn last week there unfolded a horror tale, bigger and
more odious than any ever imagined by detective dreamer or
amateur of crime. During the Dry Era, death was a spectacu-
lar if unfortunate by-product of underworld enterprise. Liquor
gangs and protection racketeers hired triggermen to dispose
of competition. But murder was more a means than an end.
That it eventually became a big organized business was the
conviction of Brooklyn’s tough new Distriet Attorney William
O’'Dwyer when he took office three months ago. Dipping deep
into his ugly sprawling borough, he rounded up more than a
score of blue-chinned gentlemen, who, less frightened of the law
than of their friends, readily “sang” the story of Murder Inc.
Repeal of Prohibition and a high underworld death rate had
left a little band of insensate killers fearfully potent in New
York City. They were still quite young when they erased
Dutch Schultz and the residue of his gang. Later they leased
their talents to Lepke and Lucky Luciano for fat fees. Some-
times they simply beat their enemies or hurled acid in their
eves. (Other times they sent men, hung with sash weights, to
the bottom of upstate lakes. Tough boys from the slums were
admitted to Murder Ine. in adolescence. But when they be-
came too knowing, they were quickly killed.

As District Attorney O’ Dwyer pressed his investigation, the
corporate picture of Murder Inc. quickly expanded. By April
6, he had twelve of its officers under indictment, a score of
others under suspicion, and clues linking them with at least
25 unsolved homicides, “Mr. Big,”" the president, was still at
large but O'Dwyer was said to know him: a man more famed
for politics than erime. For pictures of Murder Ine.’s finished
product, see opposite page. For portraits of people rounded
up in the O’ Dwyer investigation of Murder Ine., turn the page.

Yice President Abe (“Kid Twist”") Reles has been arrested 41 times. He once
served a short term for beating to death a Negro garageman who annoyed him.

where the air is smoother

Thousands of feet above the earth-
bound farmer, busy at his spring
plowing, the United Mainliner
serenely sails the sky. She is gliding
along at better than a g-mile-a-
minute clip; yet her engines (the
most powerful on any transport
plane) are using little more than
half their available power. Inside

the luxuriously appointed cabin,
the passengers are scarcely aware
of any motion, any noise. Soon
they will be at their destination . ..
relaxed, rested, refreshed. « 2 «
Yes—“It Pays to Fly.” And it's fun
to fly UNITED. For reservations,
call your travel agent, hotel, or
the United office in your city.

YEAR ROUND ... THE MAIN LINE AIRWAY
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Bﬂﬂ““i[ﬂ Seymour (“Blue Jaw")
Magoon protected V. P. Goldstein.

Production Man “Big Gangi” Co-
hen preferred ice picks to guns.

Legal Aid Consultant Abraham
Frosch was “fixer” for Murder Inc.

Transport Director Oscar (*Poet™)

Freidman got rid of murder cars.

i |
L

Production Man Frank Abbandan-

do is charged with two murders.

Production Man Albert Tannen-
baum is indicted for two murders.

Legal Aid Gonsultant Lena Frosch
helped find bail for unlucky lads.

Ordnance Director Lazarus Black
supplied staff with guns & bullets.
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Movie Opportunity Neo. 391

F:’nhﬂl.‘r" life is abundant with hap-
py scenes. Vacations, weddings,
graduations, baby’s first step, baby's
first tooth—these are the moments
worth preserving. Get a Filmo Movie
Camera. H{:gin your pri{_‘elﬂ_‘;ﬂ maovie
record now.

944 gadff With a Filmo, you get
fine movies from the start. For Filmos
are made by the makers of Holly-
wood’'s professional movie equip-
ment. Just press a button, and what
yau see, you get . . . in color or black-
and-white, indoors and out, even in
slow motion!

New "Shelloading” 18 mm. Filmo

A movie camera of matchless beauty and pre-
cision. "Shelloads” with pre-threaded 16 mm.
film magazines. Permits mid-reel changes from
color 1o black-and-white film. With F 2.7 lens,
$115. Other models to $1155.

ive/ Palm-sizeFilmo
8 makes newsreel-length scenes at
snapshot cost! With four speeds,
device for animating cartoons, and
provision for adding accessories as
vour skill grows, Filmo is a basic
camera that will meet your present
arnd future needs. From only $49.50.
Easy terms. Bell & Howell Com-
pany, Chicago; New York; Holly-
wood; London. Established 1907.
FREE MOVIE BOOKLET
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Send free, 16-pafie booklet telllng E_:_

BELL & HOWELL COMPANY
1841 Larchmont Ave.
Chicago, I,
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I| how to make fine home movies. —
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IGHT years ago, an entirely new type of

window was presented to America’s

home builders. It was the Curtis SiLENTITE
“Insvraten” Wixnow!

Today, when a proud owner shows you
around her new home, she’ll point out its
interesting features. Do you realize that
many of those features are made possible
by modern SiLExTITE Winpows?

A wide view, lots of sunlight, adequate
cross ventilation, charming room decora-
tion, cleaner drapes and walls, are some of
the things these trouble-free windows con-
tribute to today's homes. SiLEnTITE aids
health—lowers upkeep by saving as much
as 25% of the fuel bill.

SILENTITE—either double-hung or case-
ment models—does what old-fashioned win-
dows can’t do. It operates easily; doesn't
stick, rattle or jam, and it helps you decorate!

REMODELING WITH SILENTITE

In present homes which lack charm, good
light and proper ventilation, StLexTiTE has
an answer. It's surprisingly inexpensive to
add new windows or replace old ones. Ask
your Curtis dealer.

GET COMPLETE INFORMATION

Let us send you a free book about modern
trouble-free windows for modern |Il ‘5‘.
homes. See for yourself how they %
can cut heating costs, add health {
and comfort to your home— -~
whether it is new or old.

If you live in Canada, write to Edwards Curtis Limited,
891 Somersel Street West, Ottawa, Canada.

CurTIS

WOODWORK

SILENTITE

" PRE =FI1 'l'ﬂlI
the /nsulated window

rf'lill'l’[‘.'-"- COMPANIES SERVICE BUREAU .i
1 4l Curtis Building, Clinton, Towa 1
| IP]m.-'ue tell me more about teouble-free Sinesrire |
: Wixnpows, 1

1
: R e T B e e g D i e :
: ARAPORE i i S AR R S S :
:fu';.l...-...--.........---..Ht-:rfr' ............. I

CURTIS WOODWORK I5 50LD BY

RELIABLE DEALERS EVERYWHERE
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(continued)

District Attorney 0’Dwyer’s portrait of Murder Inc.
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Executive Vice President“Happy”

Maione supervised production.

/4

“EI]IIE!IEr" Anthony Maffetore’s
confession revealed Murder Inc

ﬂ“ntan‘ Man {.‘.llll,'-i, .\EFHT"[{[]]IL'II l.H.l!

Murder Ine.'s business with Lepke.

Production Man Jacob Drucker is
charged with killing Irv Ashkenas.

o i

Ll

Executive Vice President “Pitts-
burgh Phil” Strauss assisted Reles.

“Squealer” Abe (“Pretty” ) Levine
confirmed the stories of Maffetore.

Contact Mam Louis Capone was
confidential adviser to “Mr. Big.”

e R Y
Production Man Maxie Golob is
charged with killing John Murtha.

e |
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® Want awonderful way to getset
for any meal? Try grapefruit juice
—Florida grapefruit juice with
the distinctive fangy taste that
“wakes up” your mouth!

Want a grand bedtime night-
cap? Try a tall, cool glass of the
same—and wake up next morn-
ing feeling like a spring robin!

This juice is loaded with vita-
mins and minerals that help your
body renew and rebuild itself.

FLORIDA

CANNED

GRAPEFRUIT JUICE

FLORIDA CITRUS COMMISSION, LAEELAND, FLORIDA

IF YOU WANT

to subsecribe to LIFE, write to

P.I. PRENTICE, Circulation Manager
LIFE — 330 East 22nd Street
Chicage, lllinsis
AND ENCLOSE $4.50

TOUGH BEARD?
TENDER SKIN?

SHAVE THE WAY BARBERS
DO-APPLY A BIT OF

NOXZEMA
BEFORE LATHERING

No drag— no pull—
soothing comfort!

® Try the new shaving trick used by scores of
barbers, Just apply a little medicated Noxzema
before lathering or use it alone as a latherless
shave. See how it soothes and protects sensitive
skin—how smoothly your razor glides through
the toughest whiskers. And
notice how coof and comfore-
able your skin feels—mno afier-
shave drritation!

Treat yourself to a Noxzema
Shave today. For a limited time
you can gera generous 25¢ trial
jar of WNoxzema for only 19§ at
any drug or department store.

LZ TRIAL JAR /q;' ‘{
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George Rudmick is the corpse laid out on the stretcher
above in a Brooklyn lor. He was a drug addict who turned
stool pigeon, 30 thar George would never squeal again,
he was murdered on May 25, 1937 with a2 meat cleaver
and an ice pick by a group from Murder Inc.,
ing the two killers who appear in the picture below.
Harry (""Happy'") Maione is ac the lefc. Frank ("The
Dasher™) Abbandando is ar righe. Rudnick was one of
at least ten men flower-loving Happy has killed, The
piceure was taken during cheir trial last May. Both were
sentenced to die in the Sing Sing eleceric chair in July but
they have appealed. In the accompanying article, Meyer
Berger unravels the strands of their tortuous careers.

innclud.

| MURDER ING

JUSTICE OVERTAKES THE LARGEST AND MOST
CRUEL GANG OF KILLERS IN U.S. HISTORY
by MEYER BERGER

our months ago Sheriff Mangano of Brooklyn delivered ""Happy™

Maione and "'Dasher’” Abbandando to Sing Sing Prison. ""Two for the
back,” he told the keeper. "'The back™ is the deach-cell block.

The sheriff removed the gyves from Happy and Dasher. “'So long,™ he
said. Abbandando didn't answer. The sheriff squeezed Mailone's arm.
“Well,"”" he said, "'so long, Happy."" Maionc tried to say "So long,
Sherniff,”” but the words wedged in his throat. His eyes filled.

This emortionalism would have astomished Happy Maione's co-workers
in Murder Inc. Maione had killed at least ten—probably 20—men, all
most untidily. The George Rudnick murder, for example, for which he
and Abbandando got their death sentence, had been done with a meat
cleaver and ice pick. Wich Happy, if it wasn't the cleaver, it was aprt to
be cthe ice pick or both. He used a gun only on short-order jobs.

If macters take their normal course, Happy Maione and Dasher Ab-
bandando will be electrocuted within the next few months. Before then
they will be joined in “"the back™ by two of their onetime colleagues in
Murder Inc.: Harry ("Picesburgh Phil™") Strauss and Martin ("Buggsy™)
Goldstein. Goldstein and Strauss, whose trial for the murder of *'Puggy”
Feinstein ended in Brooklyn last week, are, like Maione and Abbandando,
victims of assiduous prosecution by Brooklyn's District Attorney William
O'Dwyer. When O'Dwyer took the id off Murder Inc. a year ago, he

ave the U. 5. 1ts most startling crime story ot the century.

Although by now a majority of U. 8. ciuzens have heard of Murder
Inc., the war has undoubtedly deprived it of the artention to which in
normal times it would be entitled. Murder Inc. killed at least 63 men in
and around New York in the past nine years. As many again were prob-
ably accounted for elsewhere by 1ts ralented personnel working on call in
Newark, Jersey Ciry, Chicago, St. Louis, Los Angeles and Florida among
other p].;cr_-s. Concerned prlm.lnl\-' with New York killings, Discrice
Arttorney O'Dwyer thinks extermination of the murder troop may take all
of his four-year term which is to end in December 1943-

Mr. O Dn}tr was a Brooklyn policeman from 1917 to 1925. Even with
this enlightening background he was startled by the murder troop’s ex-
traordinary scope, once he started to research the subject. According to
O'Dwyer, six men dominate Murder Inc. in New York's metropolitan
district. Six more men run a Chicago branch. In Los Angeles the manage-
ment is made up mostly of exparriate New Yorkers. These big shots do
not murder. They assign the homicide to earnest craftsmen like Happy,
Dasher, Pittsburgh Phil and Buggsy, who worked on salary. The execu-
tives draw their profits from mulriple interests. Through dummy fronts,
for example, they control a great part of the country’s liquor distribution.
They control labor unions through union officers who use their organiza-
tion to shake down employers. The various branches own night clubs
and many of the busier gambling houses. Sometimes they operate bawdy-
house chains on the side but there is less of this than most people think.
The organization engages in many legitimare enterprises, and has shoul-
dered its way into many herctofore honest firms with years of solid tra-
dition.

Chain store, or corporate, homicide started in the pre-dawn of Repeal,;
roughly, about nine years ago. Around this time major big city boot-
leggers, labor-union racketeers and other important criminals realized that
under Repeal the public might expect compararive quiet; fewer gang
brawls, less frechand Lllllng In order successfully to Jpp]v their liquor
profits to new enterprises, the head men from different cities met and
agreed to adope new rules tor the conducr of murder under a loosely formed
national syndicate known among its founders as ""The Combination.™
The name “Murder Inc.,”” as applied to The Combination, is a bit of
journalistic license. Murder is not The Combinarion’s business. It docs
no murder for outsiders and no killing for a fee. Indeed, its revised rules
sharply restrice the uses of homicide ro business needs and have probably
reduced racher than increased the total number of U. 5. murders commirtted
annually, The new handbook sternly forbids murder for personal or
romantic reasons, or even for revenge. Executive heads of The Combina-
tion dispassionately debate each murder before causing it to occur, much

CONTINUED OM FAGE &8



Irving (“Puggy™) Feinstein is the charred corpse uoder the carpet in the
picture above, He had been a “trooper”” for Murder Inc. until he double-
crossed Vincent Mangano, Brooklyn labor racketeer and a friend of the Mur-
der Syndicare. Puggy was thereupon strangled with a clothesline on Sept.
4, 1935. His body was set on fire and dumped into a vacant Brooklyn lot

The two former pals who murdered Puggy are shown below ar the left,
as they looked when they were booked for Puggy’s murder last April.
Last weeck both were found guiley and were headed for Sing Sing death
house. The killer nearest the camera i1s Harry 'Pitesburgh Phil™") Strauss,
the dapper chief “troop leader” in Brooklyn. Piresburgh Phil has com-
mitted 28 murders in the last ten years. He punctured George Rudnick
(rer opposite page) 63 times with an 1ce pick.

His shoreer, swarthy companion standing beside him 15 Maroin (" Bugg-

sy ) (roldstein. In the last ten years Buggsy has accounted for ar Jeast chree
killings. He was indignant several years ago when the local police ranked
him only “'No. 6" on their list of Public Encmies.

The key that unlocked this complicated chamber of horrors is Abe
{""The Twist"") Reles, shown below ar the right as he was brought from
his Los Angcles hideaway lase March and met in New York by William
O'Dwyer, Brooklyn Diserice Attorney. Reles has admirted eleven murders
Feinstein was strangled in his home. Reles was an important member of
Murder Inc. until he made the almost fatal mistake of protecting a protégé
of his, named "Pretry’” Levine, who wanted to “'rerire.”” Reles’s superiors
thereupon decided to blot Reles ous. To protect himself, Reles squealed
to O Drweyer and Torkus, At cthe recent trial i which Goldsiein and Strauss
were found guiley of murdering Feinstein, Reles was the Stare’s star wirness.
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"CGrade B health

__often the real reason men fail
to win promotion’

Irving T. Bush — President of the

Bush Terminal Company, says:

“Men of good natural ability often miss their
chanee of advancement because of Grade B Health.
Grade B Health takes the edge off a man’s work-
ing Imwrr-wrnkrmt his lturml'ilj o meel emers
gencies and to stand up under strain and fatigue.
As an employer, | consider Grade B Health one
of the great causes of waste in industry.™

Can you stand up to
strain and fatiguea?

Grade B Healih can
lower 'l.i1u|il_l|r

Learn the common cause
uf Grade B health —and
gel away j}um !

Grade B Health iz not a disease. It's not
even an illness in the common sense. But it
can cause more misery, more failure in life,
than many an acute malady.

Three things—in fact, any one of them
—often go with Grade B Health., These
are Sluggish Digestion, ]I"."Ill]'LEJ].i‘.!l: Elimi-
nation and Exhausted Nerves. They can
J_I\I," Y ]'EE".IIIJ.:]I |!IF‘§.| E.tihl'l].ll_.l'l I]Eibﬁ"la. H'
ritability, chronic tiredness . . . make you
both look and feel down.

To help get out of this condition, hun-
I:!FE‘:I:!H “'r t]'“'rl].‘-'ullr]i].:i IZII'I- EH'IIFiIIl'." tl:'ll].l_l:'.' areg
I.'I.I.T:I'IiI'IE 1] I".'L'Z"I:E-IZ'IJITI.HIJI].'E !-]'F'.".‘:h ]-'I'H.:‘ﬂ-'l.. ].H'.r
cauze in addition to being a great natural
food, it is one of the world's greatest
sources of the Vitamin B Complex.
Fleischmanmn®™ Yeasl, in lesl cases, sio

improvesd the Hlow of sluggish digestive

juiees that the speed of digestion was
viery greally inereased,

Fleischmann®s YVeasi. caten regularly,
helps o inecrease the activity of sluggish
imtestines. 11 is nol a cathartie, but a mild
conilitioner.

To help win success and lrdppiness=—fight
Grode B Health with Fleischmann's Yeast
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Can you meelf
emergencies?

Grade B Health can
unsteady nerves

CEMTIERIE,

? s M
MMT

A 7
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Irving T. Bush

How long since you
had a, raise?

Grade B Health can cul
down working power

Fleisehmann™s ¥ east—rich in the Nerve
Yitmmin HBy=helps restores nerves  ox-
hausted by lack of this vitamin.

Taday, in this country, thousands of men
and women who used to be nervous,
irritable, chronically tired ha\-rlwnhrlrrl:l
back to more vigorous, happy living, sim-
ply by adding this fresh yeast to their
diet. We have their letters in our files. You,
ton, should benefit by eating Fleischmann's

i T 3
Yeaat regularlv. Get it from your grocer.

How to get the full benefits
of Fleischmann’s Yeast

1. Eat 2 ecakes a day,

2. Eat it Arst thing in the morning and half
an hour before supper.

Fleisechmann's [resh Yenst should be eaten

ms rr|:u|.l:r|.:r us breead, 1o et v full, Iupli"g

henelts. It has sometling

vour syslem  needs  wod

should harve every day,

Fleisekmmnn™s YVl is
@ remarbably  nafrred -",’
sorshsase—ane of ihe k.
greveied Lnopny =—af all
the pares of the amuzing
Firamin B LComples,
marde wp of porhaps @
rmarry oea LIV ofiffereng 1

Copyright, 0 Stonden] Branda Ineorporsted

MURDER ING. (continued)

as a Wall Streer syndicate might discuss a mancuver in the stock
market.

When The Combination setup was first proposed there was need
for a national framework, This was at hand in che Unione Siciliane
which was controlled by “"Lucky' Luciano, but Lucky and his ad-
visers were concerned about some of the Union's older members.
These men were conservatives, in a way; they saw no need for mod-
crnizing murder. They were inclined to be scubborn abourt innova-
tions. The more stubborn ones began to die off with remarkable
rapidity. Joe ("'The Boss'") Masseria, who had borne a charmed
life, was probably the most ornery. He died in a dingy Coney Island
estaminet one spring morning of multiple revolver wounds. The other
conservatives began to catch on. They moved hastily for modern-
TEATION.

The Combkination functions smoothly

Complications developed, though, as The Combination began to
function. One young Brooklyn trooper, for example, was sent on an
out-of-town job. The fellow came back with his assignment unfin-
ished. It seems the finger man for The Combination’s out-of-town
branch was of the older Unione Siciliane group. Hespoke no English.
The Brooklyn gunman made a second trip, this cime with an inter-
preter and the job came off all right. To keep down the budger,
thereafter, The Combination found out beforehand whether a con-
tract called for a linguist.

Because out-of-town kills are expensive, a Combinacion will rarely
call for talent from another cicy unless the murder subject 1s someone
important and entitled to special honors. Removal of disloyal or
untrustworthy punks, eradication of informers and even liquidation
of secondary Combinarion execurives is left to home talent. On
exchange kills spade work is done beforehand in the host city. When
the visiting trooper arrives, he is mer by a finger man whose only
function is to point out the victim. A wvisiting trooper does not
identify himself by name to a finger man. The finger man, by the
same token, remains anonymous. These precautions make sense if
there 15 a slip-up on the kill. Should the police grab either the visic-
ing trooper or the finger man, neither can identify the other.

Before a kill the party or parties who have contracted for the mur-
der establish an alibi. They may take a short cruise. The passenger
list and testimony of fellow passengers would clear them in court,
They may go to some neighboring State and wvisit public places—
night clubs or theaters—where they can be seen. One out-of-town
Combinartion boss, a proud father, arranged a kill to take place while
he and his wife artended a benecht performance of his daughrer’s
dancing class.

Cn out-of-town kills a trooper does not know whom he has mur-
dered unless the killing makes the newspapers. Professional pride
may tempt a trooper to tarry in a strange city to see how local
journals review his work. Bur this is strictly forbidden under the
new rules. When a kill is done the rooper immediately leaves the
city. He is over the border and speeding home before the police are
rounding up obvious—but alibi-proofed —suspects.

An order tomurder in the delicate phraseology of The Combinartion

Pittsburgh Phil Strauss's beard became a sensation. He grew it in jail while waies
ing for trial. The State claimed chat he grew it to prevent idencification by wit-
ocsscs. He is shown here on his way tw argee the claim. The court made him shave.




"Augusta, somelinres

ink we're a bit
too old-fashioned.”

GO MODERN MADAM,
GET A

RUUD GAS

WATER HEATER WITH A

¢ MONEL
“

Yes indeed, madam — go modern afl 1he LS
Augusta can draw your hot bath in no time at
all if you put in a Ruud Automatic Gas Water
Heater with a Monel Tank.

Just think! Plenty of hot water... just the temperature
you like it ... and clear as your finest crystal! For that
Monel tank simply can’t rust and discolor the water. It's
solid Monel all the way through — not coated or clad.
That's why it's praranteed for teeenty years against failure
or leaks due to rust or corrosion.

Today—tke the first step toward up-to-minute hotwater
service. Ask abour the Ruod Gas Warer Hearer with a
Monel tank at your gas company, plumber, or dealer in
hottled or tank gas. And note this point for the budgec
..these water heaters burn gas, the modern economy fuel.

THE INTERNATIONAL NICKEL COMPANY, INC.
73 Wall Sereet New York, N. Y.

Manyv of LUFFs best pictures come from its contributors. Newspictures used
are paid for at professional rates and offer an increasing market for amateurs.
Camera fans over America are invited to submit their news and human-
interest pictures to UWFP's Contributions Department. Here they receive
equal attention with those of professional photographers.

Contributions Editor

LIFE

Rockefeller Center Time and Life Building

HANDKERCHIEF TEST PROVES
VI'I'Ill 10NE I‘-II.IIIIWS SPOTLESS

New York City

Always clean and free
from goo no matter how
often you smoke it. Chal-

hngmg higher-

priced pipes in
briar guality ':kp' sl
and value.

‘WM. DEMUTH L 0., HEW YORK

MILAND

Willie Shlpiﬂl‘ was buried alive i» 1934 and his body s shown here affer it was
exhumed from sand pit (right) in Brooklyn. Murder was by Reles's and Stranss’s gang
who wiped out Willie and his rwo brothers because they were business comperirors

MURDER INC. (continued)

is "'a contract.” The order reaches the salaried gunman through che
troop boss who in turn gers it from some Combination executive.
(There is method in this indirection. If somecone blunders in com-
mission of a contract, the police find it difficult to trace che murder
order to its original source. ) If a contrace calls for something special
fancy, the troop boss may take 1t on himself, with or without
assistants. Murderers’ apprentices— "'punks,’’ to the crade—go on che
payroll at $50 a week. They start wich piddling chores—steal cars
to transport corpses after murders, swipe extra license plates for these
cars to make identihication more difficule. They take courses in
crowding convoy machines before and behind these murder trans-
ports so that policemen at cross streers cannor read che license plares.
The curriculum covers technique in “schlamming'’ (severe beat.ng)
and “'skulling”’ (assault just short of murder), and conduct at police
line-ups in event of arrest. Serious students, if they show apr.rude,
are privileged in their senior year to artend undergraduare murder
clinics; to watch cwm lande men like Happy Maione or Pittsburgh
Phil operate with ice pick, bludgeon and cleaver. Talented young
men can advance rapidly. A hard-working, conscientious trooper,
first class, subject to call at any hour of day or night for professional
duty, gets from $100 to $150 a week. Real aruists, like Maione, get
around $100. Troop bosses, like Strauss, command S250 and pickings.

Troop chiefs keep looking for new murder-school pupils. They
watch local seriplings who are trying their hand ar neighborhood
stick-ups, general bullying and at cutting in on smalltime card games
and dice meetings. The talent scouts choose those who show prom-
ise. The new pupil must give up extracurricular activities after he
goes on The Combination payroll. The Combination does not want
its punks arrested in non-profitable holdups, as they easily mighe be.
The new boys, exposed to police massage trearment while chey are
still greenhorns in homicide, might babble about their Combina-
tion murder-car sccaling.

It becomes its own law

A freshman in murder school can, however, take on certain " per-
sonal jobs'’ but chese operations are limited. The new pupil can, for
example, hijack loot taken by independent stick-up men. He may
strip burglars or street moneylenders of their profits, on the theory
that burglars and independent stick-up men are not apt to complain
to the police. This gives the murder-school student something to
augment his Combination salary. The troop boss, or headmaster,
if he likes the new boy, may even throw him a minor neighborhood
slot-machine concession. Early in its history The Combination set
up geographical limits for cach unit's range of operations. It sternly
forbade its troops to murder excepr on executive contract. While
The Combination, like Civil Service, pays pensions to widows of
deceased workers, 1t laid down the principle that no one in The
Combination, execurive or punk, could retire or withdraw. A croop-
er's refusal ro fulfill a murder concracr, once assigned, was designarted
as disloyal. Double-crossing was written in as a cardinal sin. Mis-
appropriation of Combination profics was defined as one form of
double cross. Informers, naturally, were to be put out of the way.
Tosimplify matters, conviction on any count carried a death sentence.

In order to regulate its members The Combination set up its own
judicial system, including a high or supreme court, whose verdicts
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the larest squealer. Gang i3 gunning for him
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MURDER INC. (continued)

were monotonously adverse to defendants. Each Combination's
executive board was bench and jury. Every offender had the right to
hearing. For punks, troops and troop chiefs, the local court’s ver-
dict was final. Executives were entitled to appeal to the high or
national court, made up of Combination leaders from different parts
of the country.

Inarticulate defendants were allowed counsel; not a real accorney,
but some gifted member of The Combination to plead their cause.
Abe ("'Kid Twist"') Reles, for example, though he lacked academic
background, fancied himself as a mouthpiece. He had, by intently
listening to lawyers who had delivered him from justice in the 43
rimes he had stood prisoner before city and county courts, acquired
an astonishing hash of legalistic flubdub. He liked to urter court-
room cliches like "'If it please the Court,” or ”'I rcspcl.'fullv excepe.’

In the role of counsel The Kid last spring pleaded “'Pretey’ Le-
vine's case before a Combination Court. Precry 1s a tall, rather hand-
some man, dark, with pale blue eyes; son of a quiet Brownsville shop
owner. Reles had adopred him as a procégé and had enlisted him in
the Brownsville troop. After he had stolen a few murder cars,
though, Precty decided he didn't like the homicide business. He had
marricd and had become a father. He thought he would give up his
troop apprenticeship, buy a motor truck and try a more prosaic way
of ::ammg aliving. At Prewey’s hearing, Kid Twist unloaded his full
repertoire of legalistic bombast. Hoarsely fervent, he asserced
Pretry’s right to leave The Combination. He offered to guarantee, it
it pleased the court, that his client would keep all Combination
secrees. Lhe Kid is stull proud of that dramacic plea, bur it was in-
discreer. He and his wistful punk were marked for ice-pick and
cleaver dismissal. They fled to the District Artorney for protectioa.

The visit of Kid Twist to O'Dwyer was historic. It was this thac
brought Murder Inc. to the actention first of the perplexed Mr.
O'Dwyer and then to the general public. It was also directly re-
sponsible for the present predicament of Messrs, Maione, Abban-
dando, Strauss and Goldstein.

Discovering new ways to kill

The murder of Puggy Feinstein, an insignificant loan shark, for
which Buggsy Goldstein was convicted last week, was an interesting
one. It sheds light on one department of Murder Inc.'s activities of
which the efficiency leaves something to be desired. Perfectionists
on its faculry, headed by Mr. Albert Anastasia who 1s currently on
the lam, had worked out to the ultimate degree the cunning business
of decoying, hingering and doing-in murder subjects. Their depart-
ment for out-of-town, or exchange, murders surpassed anything pre-
viously developed. Rescarch men for The Combination had not,
however, figured out a perfect method of disposing of victims. They
were still hard at work on this when Mr. O'Dwyer interrupred.

Actually, there have been two perfect disposal jobs in recent mur-
der annals, but these were awkward and could not be adopted by
The Combinartion for routine purposes. The late Jack ("Legs") Dia-

e

mond, who was a whimsical fellow anyway, is supposed to have |

figured out one of these. Diamond purt che body of Harry Westone, a
business competitor, in an unguarded concrete mixer one nighe and
Westone became—and still 1s—part of Kingston highway in upstate
New York. This disposal system has obvious drawbacks. Murder




Inc. never considered it. The other disposal masterpiece was the
sinking of “"Bo’" Weinberg, who had been in "'Dutch’’ Schulcz’s
entourage. Bo's feer were encased in fresh concrete. When the con-
crete hardened into a block Bo was put into East River. This system
is too cumbersome. It means a truck haul and ctrucks are too slow
for murder jobs.

In their disposal experiments The Combination’s homicide scaff
patiently tried to improve on ¢rude orthodox systems, In the sum-
mer of 1937 they used Walter Sage as a laboratory subject. Sage was
a Strauss procégé, a reliable worker until he tried to hold out a por-
tion of Strauss’s slot-machine profits. Walter fell under che ice pick.
The research men surmised that the pick thrusts would puncrure
vital organs and keep the corpse on the bed of Swan Lake where they
dumped it. They chained a 3o-1b. rock to the legs and a 60-1b. slot
machine to the neck to make sure. The body came up in two weeks.
This puzzled the research men. They hnlllv decided they would
have to brush up on anatomy and learn how to apply the pick in
the proper places.

In ;‘Lpr:l 1938 the rescarch staff tried anocher I.'_[L‘i-]“ﬂi-..-t] cxXperiment.
This time their subject was Hyman Yuran, potential witness against
the New York Combination executive, Louis (" Lepke’”) Buchalrer.
They dug a grave 4 ft. deep, hard by the messy banks of Loch Shel-
drake in the rural Cacskills and lined it with quick lime. They
figured that the lime would destroy all identification marks; leave
the State withour a corpus delicri, even if police did locate the burial
place. The theory was all right bur the lime did not act on Yuran's
dental work. This established identification.

Puggy Feinstein bites the dust

The research department was disappointed but pushed further ex-
periment with scholarly zeal. In September 1939 they tried disposal
by fire. Puggy Feinstein—suspected, as Yuran was, of disloyalty
to Lepke—was chosen as cthe subject of cheir test. Puggy had no spe-
cial dental work so the research staff didn 't bocher to dig a grave.
Proceeding on the hypothesis chat fire would destroy hingerprines and
birthmarks, they used gasoline and, after they left the body in a lot
at East 15t Screet and Fillmore Avenue in Brooklyn, anxiously await-
ed resulrs. Anastasia, the faculey adviser, was particularly interest-
ed in this experiment and only the best men worked on 1r. It turned
out a failure, though. Police fingerprint experts identified Puggy.

All through the trial for the Puggy Feinstein murder, Headmaster
Strauss feigned insanity. He mumbled, shadowboxed with imaginary
little men, loosely pivoted his neck as if trying to shake something
off. Buggsy Goldstein got completely out of hand when Seymour
(""Blue Jaw'") Magoon, his old partner, testified against him. He
stood upin the courtroom, fingers interlocked inextreme supplication.
Tearsrolled down hischeeks. Hecried our: “'For God's sake, Seymour,
that’s some story you're telling. . . . You're burning me, Seymour.”

Professional murderers, through some perversity of Mother Na-
ture, are also apt to be sentimentalists. They grow starry-eyed over
fireside themes and death-house audiences cry when soloists render
Your Mother I5s Your Best Pal After All av prison concerts. Buggsy's
tender appeal caused Blue Jaw to weep too buc he bravely turned his
face away and continued with his account of how Puggy was putto the
torch. Judge Fitzgerald reassured the jurors when they came in with
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Abe (“Prelty'™) Levine was Reles's pro-  Seymour (“Blue Jaw™) Magoon, cred-

tigé who wanted to retire from murder ited with the killing of two men, squealed

business. He was also a State’s witness.  and testified againse Buggsy Goldstcin.
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MURDER INC. (continued)

a ""Guiley!"" verdict. He confided that Mr, O'Dwyer had told him,
out of court, that Strauss alone had killed 28 men in the past ten years.

Murder Inc.’s troops take inordinate pride in their work. In dull
scasons, when there is no schlamming or skulling to do, they sic
around their hangouts and gravely discuss homicide technique. It
was gencrally conceded in Brooklyn that Happy Maione was born |
gifted and had red thumb, so to speak, as one gifted in gardening is
said to have green thumb. Even more than cthose of his confreres,
Happy's career, now so close to its conclusion, can be regarded as a
kind of scale model or cameo portrait of Murder Inc. as a whole.
Maione was christened Harry afrer he was born in Brooklyn on Oct.
7, 1908. His nickname, Happy, was a misnomer. He was a sneering,
sadistic bully even as a kid. His father, a sickly railor, died of a heart
artack four years ago. His mother, a quier, devout little woman,
lives in a Ave-room third-floor flat where the rent is $27 a month.
She gets work relief for the two youngest and a widow's pension.

Happy Maione works his way up

Happy did not like school. He left in the seventh grade when he
was 15. He could read and write, but his academic attainments
didn’t go much beyond that. He worked six months as errand boy
in a small clothes shop in Manhartan. Lacer he polished boots in
a shoeshine and hat-cleaning store in Williamsburg. He left this o
ery his hand ar bricklaying, but his heart wasn't in the job. He
never got his union card. At 16 he was arrested for assaulr and rob-
bery, a neighborhood job. He tried to knock down the cop and take
the cop’s service revolver. The cop laid Happy out, but this episode
gave Happy a sinister repurarion in Ocean Hill poolrooms in Browns-
ville. About this time he ran into a girl who had fled the House of
Good Shepherd. He ser up as panderer in partnership with a man
quaintly called " Bow-wow"' Mercurio. ""Maione's sex history,” the
probarion officer sadly wrote afrer the Rudnick murder conviction,
“is very bad.”” Two rapes were written against Maione's record.

Happy was arrested 35 times before he was 31 years old. The
record included virtually everyching except arson. Happy ran a
race-horse book in a small way, shook down shopkeepers, had part
interest with onc of his hruthcrs in a small florist shop. He and The
Dasher met up with Abe Reles twelve years ago and helped Reles
wipe out the three Brothers Shapiro—Willie, Irving and Meyer—
and other business competirtors. They buried Willie alive in a sand
pit in Canarsie in July 1934. Maione performed a series of kills in
subjugation of a local plasterers’ union. One of his best jobs, in-
cidentally, was the murder of Anthony Siciliano and Caesar Lattoro
in a basement on Bergen St., Brooklyn, during his plasterers’ series.
The victims were wary, difficult to approach. A big police dog
warned chem when prowlers gor close. Happy got around the two
men on Feb. 6, 1939, dressed as a woman. The clothes belonged to
the spouse of Victor Gurino, one of his associates. Happy painted
and powdered his face, swished around in front of the plasterers’ flat
and was invited inside. He shot and killed both men. Before he left
he put two spare bullers in the police dog. At this point in his career
Happy rode high. He kepr a mistress, according to a probation re-
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Irving Ashkenas mel death in his car in 1916 in upstate New York where the rural

branch of Murder Inc. hung out. Ashkenas ran a taxi service which was compering
with friends of the syndicatc.  An ice pick and 16 bullets were ultimately his vndoing.




port, in the house where one of his married sisters lived, and had
another woman in Ocean Hill. The miscress, the report gravely
recorded, was a girl named Renee. The other woman was written
down as "‘a concubine named Mildred." Happy was one of the
big shots in the troop. He rated second only to Pittsburgh Phil
Strauss. Dasher Abbandando and Goldstein rated perhaps a grade
lower.

The George Rudnick murder, for which Happy and The Dasher
got the death sentence, was one of their earlier Combination con-
tracts. Rudnick, a drug addict, had rurned stool pigeon. Around
the end of March 1937, Pictsburgh Phil Strauss met Kid Twise for a
business conference in 2 hangout at Saratoga and Livonia Avenues in
Brooklyn, The Rudnick assignment was fresh. Kid Twist and
Strauss adjourned to a nearby drinking spot. Strauss outlined the
assignment. He said, “"Rudnick 1s a stoolie. We got to kill him.”
He arranged to do the job, Happy and Dasher Abbandando assisting,
Pittsburgh Phil wanted this to be an exrra-fancy bit of handiwork.
He said: ""We will put 4 note in Rudnick’s pocker. It will say he
gave information to Dewey. It will be a favor for Lepke.”

Pittsburgh Phil writes a letter

Strauss assigned a Combination punk to borrow a cypewriter. The
machine was delivered ro Kid Twist’s home. Pittsburgh Phil cyped
the note under difficulties. Neither he nor the Kid knew how o put
in the typewriter ribbon. Kid Twist hinally held the ribbon 1n his
fingers and the job was done that way. The note was smudged and
untidy. On the face of the envelope Strauss cyped: "Mr. George
Rudnick.”” He bogged down on the note. He did not know how to
spell “'friend.” There was a scholarly argument over this. Reles was
almost certain it was “'f-r-1-e-n-d.”" Strauss said "No."" Finally he
started the note: "'Freind George.” This looked okay to him. The
note was rewritten three times. The last version sad: ""Freind
George. Will you please meet me in Ny some day in reference to
what you told me last week. Also I will have chat cerrain powder
that I promised you the last time | seen you. PS I hope you found
this in your lecterbox sealed. I remain your freind "'YOU KNOW
FROM DEWEY'S OFFICE."”

Pretty Levine and Anthony (" "The Duke') Maffatore, another
freshman 1n the murder college, were rold off to steal a murder car.
The punks picked a black Buick sedan. Strauss ferched a ser of stolen
license plates. The Duke and Levine pur these on the Buick. Happy
checked the new plates to see if they were on tight. The Dasher
smashed the car’s oniginal license places.

Everything now was ready for the kill. Rudnick sensed this. He
stayed indoors most of the time. If he had to venrure out he would
come home just before daybreak. He always moved close to the
building line. He figured they would be less apr to see him in the
deep building shadows. Dasher Abbandando and Kid Twist tried to
find him but they did not have much luck. On the nighr of May 24,
]_ljj?l lhf:ﬁ' “l]il]l}' gi_ﬂ. 'I."r"LH'E.] EI'I..I.I. “lll..ll'l..ll.. k WWals 0L ﬁu[]lc\\'h:r['_ Th{:‘}r
passed the word along. Happy and l‘il:rshurgh Phil, Dasher Abban-
dando and Kid Twist met, according to testimony, in the Sunrise
Garage. They hgured this might be the night. lh an odd coinci-
dence, it happened that on this nighe, in a flat opposite the Sunrise
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MURDER INC. (continued)

Garage, Happy's grandmother was dying. She was past 70. She had
helped raise Happy. All his family were at her house, kneeling in

prayer, but he had the Rudnick job and could not go.
“ - A little before midnight a scream came from the flat across the
3 o street from the Sunrise Garage. Happy's grandmother had died.
p . ' < Happy's brothers and sisters kept on wailing for hours but Happy,
’1‘ detailed to wait at the garage untl his colleagues returned, could
é ' not leave his post. Meanwhile ar about 4:30 on the morning of
! May 25, Kid Twist and The Dasher were still waiting for cthe stoolie
‘ in a lictle tan Ford car in Saratoga Avenue near Livonia, The
A Dasher had borrowed the Ford from a boyhood chum who was not
= - Em——— in Murder Inc. "'l want to take out a girl,”" Abbandando had rold
: him. A few minures larer a lictle Agure moved cautiously along the

building line, up Sararoga Avenue roward Livonia.

Kid Twist said: “"That's him. That's George.”” Abbandando
peered into the shadows by the building line. He said: ""You are
is shown. .. crazy, but he looked a second tume. "'You are righe,”” he said. He

JPp— — o — . . . . started the tan Ford. Rudnick stopped. He tried to run back but the

. - ' tan Ford caught up with him. They put the gun on him and he crept

into the tan Ford. He shook with sudden palsy. Abbandando drove
toward the Sunrise Garage and Kid Twist followed slowly, in an-
other car. He did not want to be in on this kill. He was stalling,

The Dasher drove the tan Ford up on the sidewalk, with the front
of the hood against the door. The door opened and he rolled in, with
Rudnick. When Kid Twist came up, five minutes later, Happy
Maione and Pictsburgh Phil Strauss were standing over the body,
Happy said: ""The work's finished. You are not needed.”” Dasher
Abbandando had Rudnick by the shoulders, keeping him in sitting
position. Strauss tied a rope around Rudnick's neck. They tied
the body in a jackknife pose.

The black Buick was 1n cthis case used as a hearse. Strauss and
Maione por Rudnick's body by rthe legs. Abbandando held the head.
They put Rudnick on the floor behind che front sear. The body made
a noise through one of the wounds. It startled the troops. Strauss

— . ‘s a thrillin swore. Hesaid: ""The sonotabitch ain’t dead yet."" Strauss used the
At e wheel of & TSt gpeed BoRL. AL-8 . pick again. Maione said: “"We got to finish him.”" He hit Rudnick

: i i
sport, but mighty tough on engine lubricant. That’s why, for on the head, just under the hair line. He stepped back. ""We gor to

safe lubrication, so many. . . clean up the floor,”” he said. He hlled a water bucker. Abbandando
a e g got a broom and swept roward the sewer drain. They washed the
broom, the cleaver and the pick.

Maione spoke to a Murder Inc. chauffenr named Julie Catalano.
“Drive this over into the Wilson Avenue precinct,” he said. ""Take
it easy over the bumps. Take vour time.”” Maione got into the back
seat in Kid Twist's car. Caralano abandoned the black Buick in
front of 1190 Jefferson Ave., in a quiet residential screet. He walked
to the corner and got in with Kid Twist and Maione. They lec him
out at Atlantic Avenue and Eastern Parkway.

Catalano, The Duke, Precery Levine, Kid Twist and a whole line-

up of witnesses told this story when Mr. O'Dwyer brought Happy
and The Dasher to trial last May. Happy's lawyers put 14 of his
relatives on the stand. They swore Happy was in his grandmorther’s
house all through the mght she was dying, but Barton Turkus, Mr.
O'Dwyer’s assistant, was prepared for this. He proved through the
undertaker and the embalmer that Happy was not in his grand-
mother's house, as they resubed.
. « » motor boat and yacht owners depend on Sinclair Motor The jury did not stay out long. On May 27, 1940, County Judge
0ils. These are the same gquality oils sold by . . . Franklin Taylor passed sentence. On the Maione complaint, under
“"Disposition,”” he wrote: "'Sing Sing Prison, there to suffer death
by electrocucion during the week of July 7, 1940.”" He wrote the
same for The Dasher.

On the morning of May 28, Sheriff Mangano called for the prison-
ers in Raymond Screer jail. Happy tried o be debonair when the
Sheriff put on the handcuffs. “"You got here early,”” he said. When
Maione and Abbandando gort in the Black Maria in the prison yard,
Happy's mother and his married sister, Jennie, were by the gate.
They waved to him. Maione tried to stand up. He hollered, "'Good-
by momma,”" but he choked on the words. His face was wer with
tears. Arthe 10:30 train thar takes prisoners out of Grand Cenrtral to
Sing Sing Prison, Renee was waiting. She kissed him. All the way up
the Hudson, Happy stared at the Palisades. He littered the floor with
cigarets. The Dasher was glumly silent. Maione cursed Kid Twist
Reles. “"He is a yella rat,”” he told the Sheriff. ""He is a squealer.™

Sheriff Mangano got his charges into a black taxi thar was waiting
at Ossining stavion. It moved up the serpentine road. The Sheriff
walked the two men through the prison reception room to the high-
. « «» your nearby Sinclair Dealer for your car. Ask him for ceilinged room ac the lefc. The Sheriff ook off the cuffs. He
Eiuﬂlﬂir Dp-ﬂliﬂe or Sinclair PEnnE?l?Eniﬂ Motor Oil. Tnulll nmid:d to the k::r{rl

find they last so long they save you money. “Two for the back,"" he said.
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